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A METHODOLOGY TO FOSTER INNOVATION



KEY ASPECTS OF CEFR

THE COMMON EUROPEAN FRAMEWORK OF 
REFERENCE FOR LANGUAGES: LEARNING, 
TEACHING, ASSESSMENT (CEFR)  PRESENTS A 
COMPREHENSIVE DESCRIPTIVE SCHEME OF 
LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY AND A SET OF 
COMMON REFERENCE LEVELS (A1-C2) 
DEFINED IN ILLUSTRATIVE DESCRIPTOR 
SCALES



https://www.coe.int/en/web/education/-/the-cefr-companion-volume-with-new-descriptors-is-now-available-online-



KEY ASPECTS OF  CEFR-CLIL VISION: LEARNERS SEEN AS...

LANGUAGE USERS

PLURILINGUAL, 
PLURICULTURAL 

BEINGS

SOCIAL 
AGENTS



ACTION ORIENTED APPROACH:  A PARADIGM SHIFT

CO-CONSTRUCTION AND SHARING 
OF
MEANING THROUGH INTERACTION 
AND MEDIATION

REAL-LIFE TASKS: THE 
PRAGMATIC ASPECT 
OF COMPETENCE
PRAGMA= ACTION 

(GREEK)

COMMUNICATIVE ABILITY IN REAL LIFE: 
INDIVIDUALS INTERACT WITH THE 

ENVIRONMENT 
(OSMOTIC EXCHANGE)



CEFR “CAN DO” DESCRIPTORS: PERFECT FOR CLIL 

SHIFT FROM TEACHING
THE ‘LANGUAGE’ TO
TEACHING WHAT
LEARNERS WANT/NEED
TO DO IN THE LANGUAGE (DYNAMIC 
RECONCEPTUALIZATION OF LANGUAGE) 



THE CONTEST OF CoE 2014-17 PROJECT

FOCUS WAS TO:

- Adress areas for which no descriptor scales where provided in the 
original version (e.g mediation, reactions to literature, telephoning/ 
telecomunications, online interactions).

- Enrich the description at A1

- Strenghten the description at the C Levels, particularly C2, for which 
most of the original illustrative descriptors had been uncalibrated

- The approach taken was to supplement the 2001 set rather than change 
descriptors in it.



PROJECT’S OUTPUTS 

▪ DEFINITION AT A1 HAVE BEEN 
STREGHTENED

▪ ADDITION OF A LEVEL PRE- A1 

▪ THE CEFR ILLUSTRATIVE 
DESCRIPTORS, DONT TAKE AN 
IDEALISED NATIVE SPEAKER AS 
REFERENCE POINT FOR THE 
COMPETENCE OF A USER/LEARNER
(GHOST OF NATIVE SPEAKER –
UNREALISTIC GOALS). REMOVAL OF 
ANY REFERENCES TO ‘NATIVE 
SPEAKERS’, AND THE 
REPLACEMENT OF THE EXISTING 
PHONOLOGY SCALE WITH TWO NEW 
SCALES THAT EMPHASISE 
INTELLIGIBILITY (RATHER THAN A 
NATIVE SPEAKER IDEAL).

▪ THE CEFR BOOK 2001 HAS BEEN 
EXTENDED WITH DESCRIPTORS SCALES 
FOR MEDIATION, ONLINE INTERACTION, 
PLURILINGUAL PLURICULTURAL 
COMPETENCE

NATIVE 
SPEAKER

LEARNER



IS THERE LIFE BEYOND “NATIVE SPEAKER” UNIVERSE?

Native 
speaker

Genuine 
bilinguals

Language 
professionals

Highly 
successful 
learners



THE CV’ADDED VALUES : PLURILINGUALISM&MEDIATION



THE IDEA OF LINGUISTIC AND CULTURAL DIVERSITY AS A RESOURCE

PLURILINGUAL 
COMPREHENSION 
USUALLY INVOLVES 
ACTIVITIES LIKE 
EXPLOITING ONE’S 
RECEPTIVE ABILITY IN 
ONE
LANGUAGE (HOWEVER 
PARTIAL) TO DEDUCE 
THE MEANING OF TEXTS 
WRITTEN IN ANOTHER 
LANGUAGE. PROXIMITY 
OF LANGUAGES 
NATURALLY HELPS

TOPIC:TECTONIC PLATES

TRY TO FIND OUT THE NAME 
OF EACH OF THE ABOVE 
LANGUAGES AND THEN GIVE A 
DEFINITION IN YOUR OWN 
LANGUAGE. CHECK THE 
DEFINITION OF EACH TERM IN 
AN ENGLISH DICTIONARY 

THE WORD JOKULHÄUP
COMES FROM 
THE WORD LIQUEFACTION
COMES FROM
THE WORD TSUNAMIS 
COMES FROM 
THE WORD PYROCLASTIC
COMES FROM



2005 EUROPEAN FLOODING 
CASE STUDY



THE IMPORTANCE OF MEDIATION 

▪ PROCEDURE BASED ON 
COLLABORATION AND 
INTERACTION WITH 
OTHERS TO REDUCE THE 
DISTANCE BETWEEN 
INDIVIDUALS AND 
CULTURE/SOCIETY; IT IS 
ABOUT BUILDING BRIDGES 
ACROSS AN 
UNDERSTANDING GAP 
THAT OTHER PEOPLE 
HAVE. DIFFERENCE IS 
RECOGNIZED AND 
NEGOTIATED

THE MEDIATOR IS “THE 

LANGUAGE USER NOT 

CONCERNED TO EXPRESS 

HIS/HER OWN MEANINGS, BUT 

SIMPLY TO ACT AS AN 

INTERMEDIARY BETWEEN 

INTERLOCUTORS WHO ARE 

UNABLE TO UNDERSTAND 

EACH OTHER DIRECTLY –

NORMALLY (BUT NOT 

EXCLUSIVELY) SPEAKERS OF 

DIFFERENT LANGUAGES” 

(CEFR 2001: 87-88). 



AN ENGLISH FRIEND OF YOURS IS SEEING THOSE 
ADS AND DOES NOT UNDERSTAND WHAT’S 
FUNNY ABOUT THEM. HE ASKS YOU TO TELL 
HIM. TAKE THE ROLE OF ORAL MEDIATOR AND 
EXPLAIN THE HIRONIC ELEMENTS IN THE 
PICTURES



MEDIATION TASK FOR GEOGRAPHY (VOLCANOS)

WRITE IN ENGLISH THE PROGRAM FOR A 
DAY’S OUTING WITH EXCHANGE 
STUDENTS ON THE BASIS OF 
VESUVIO’S OFFICIAL TOURIST 
INFORMATION WEB SITE WHICH IS 
WRITTEN ONLY IN ITALIAN  



COASTAL  EROSION

IMAGINE THAT YOU WORK FOR 
ITALIAN MINISTRY FOR 
ENVIRONMENT, LAND AND SEA 
PROTECTION. YOUR 
DEPARTMENT HAS RECEIVED A 
REQUEST FROM THE 
ENVIRONMENT ORGANIZATION OF 
ANOTHER COUNTRY FOR 
INFORMATION ABOUT COASTAL 
EROSION. YOU HAVE BEEN 
ASKED TO WRITE A REPORT (180-
200 WORDS) EXPLAINING HOW 
ITALY IS COPING WITH COASTAL 
EROSION EMERGENCE. USE 
INFORMATION FROM THE 
MINISTRY WEBSITE TO WRITE 
YOUR REPORT. 



CLIL & CEFR/CV: A PERFECT MATCH



CLIL IS PERFECTLY ALIGNED WITH COMPANION VOLUME BECAUSE

IT FOCUSES ON A 
DIFFERENTIATED
COMPETENCE ALLOWING
CODE SWITCHING.
SANDWICH TECNIQUE

ENGLISH 

ITALIAN

OTHER LANGUAGES

ENGLISH

IT IS NOT AIMED AT 
“PERFECT 

BILINGUALISM”
IT’S A TASK BASED 

HOOLISTIC  
APPROACH 

CLIL FOSTERS STUDENTS’ 
SOCIAL INTERACTION BY 
TAKING ADVANTAGE OF 
COOPERATIVE LEARNING

CEFR’S ACTION-
ORIENTED APPROACH 
IMPLIES PURPOSEFUL,
COLLABORATIVE TASKS 
IN THE CLASSROOM, 
WHOSE PRIMARY FOCUS 
IS NOT LANGUAGE.
SO DOES CLIL.



IN CLIL APPROACH AND IN CEFR/CV LANGUAGE IS CONCEIVED AS ACTIVITY

CEFR’S AO APPROACH AND CLIL’S “LEARNING BY 
DOING” STRATEGY COINCIDE

OBJECTIVE: LEARN THE 2°
CONDITIONAL
TEXTBOOK TOPIC: CLIMATE 
CHANGE. ENGLISH LESSON
«IF I WERE PRESIDENT OF MY 
COUNTRY, I WOULD…»
ASSESSMENT CRITERIA ARE LINGUISTIC
NOT CONCEPTUAL 
WHO CARES ABOUT SAVING WORLD, 
AS LONG AS I CAN PRODUCE THE 2°
CONDITIONAL? 

OBJECTIVE: SAVE THE WORLD
TEXT BOOK TOPIC: CLIMATE 
CHANGE. CLIL GEOGRAPHY
«IF I WERE PRESIDENT OF MY 
COUNTRY, I WOULD….»
ASSESSMENT CRITERIA ARE 
PROPOSALS AND PROCEDURAL
(WILL OUR PROPOSALS SAVE THE 
WORLD?) 
2 ND CONDITIONAL IS THE VEHICLE 
FOR MAKING THESE PROPOSALS

LANGUAGE LEARNING IS AN 
INTELLECTUAL PURSUIT TO TRAIN MINDS, 
AN ABSTRACT THING LEARNT BECAUSE 
ONE DAY YOU MAY USE IT

LANGUAGE IS A PRACTICAL SKILL TO COMMUNICATE 
WITH OTHERS. PURPOSEFUL ACTION IN THE LANGUAGE 
IS THEREFORE CENTRAL.= TASKS



CLIL AS A NATURAL SETTING FOR CEFR/CV DESCRIPTORS APPLICATION  

TEXT MEDIATION STRATEGIES AND 
CLIL SCAFFOLDING TECHNIQUES 
FOR TEXTS COINCIDE:
• Breaking down complicated 

information
• Visually representing 

information
• Linking to previous knowledge
• Summarising



KEY CONCEPTS OPERATIONALIZED IN THE SCALE FOR ONLINE INTERACTION 

REACTIONS 
TO EMBEDDED 

MEDIA

COMPOSING 
POSTS

PARTICIPATION IN 
SUSTAINED 

INTERACTION 
WITH 1 OR MORE 
INTERLOCUTORS

SIMULTANEOUS (REAL TIME) 
AND CONSECUTIVE 

INTERACTION

COMMENTS 
ON POSTS

ABILITY TO INCLUDE SYMBOLS, 
IMAGES, AND OTHER CODES



GOAL-ORIENTED ONLINE TRANSACTIONS AND COLLABORATION

PURCHASING 
GOODS AND 

SERVICES ONLINE

TRANSACTIONS REQUIRING 
NEGOTIATION OF CONDITIONS, IN 
A SERVICE AS WELL AS CLIENT 

ROLE
PARTICIPATION IN 
COLLABORATIVE 
PROJECT WORK

DEALING WITH 
COMMUNICATION 

PROBLEMS



APPENDIX 6 –EXAMPLES OF USE IN DIFFERENT DOMAINS FOR DESCRIPTORS 
OF ONLINE INTERACTION AND MEDIATION ACTIVITIES



Group discussion -Forum 
Online interaction -conversation and Discussion

IN GROUPS READ THE ARTICLE, THEN JOIN TRICIDER VIRTUAL 
SPACE TO POST YOUR OPINION: DO YOU AGREE WITH THE 
WARNING GIVEN BY DR ERIC TAYAG? EXPLAIN YOUR VIEW AS 
GROUP AND COMMENT ON EACH OTHER’S POSTS. ETWINNING 
STUDENTS FROM OTHER SCHOOLS WILL JOIN THE CHAT ROOM. 
AFTER HAVING COLLECTED IDEAS, VOTE. 



WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO DO TO REDUCE YOUR 
CARBON FOOTPRINT? 

USE INFORMATION FROM THE WEB SITE 
HTTPS://WWW.CARBONFOOTPRINT.COM/ THEN, 
AS GROUP, WRITE DOWN SOME SUGGESTIONS 
TO CREATE A CHALLENGE FOR YOURSELF AND 

POST IT TO THE CLASSROOM GEOGRAPHY BLOG 
TOGHETER WITH A DIGITAL POSTER TO PROMOTE 
THE CHALLENGE. AT THE END OF THE COURSE 

WILL SEE HOW THIS WENT

GOAL-ORIENTED COLLABORATION FOR A PROJECT WORK



THEME: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. TOURISM

RESEARCHING THE DIFFERENT DISTRICTS 
AND LIKELY PRICES, PUT TOGETHER A 

DIGITAL BROCHURE FOR AN ECO TURISM 
VACATION IN ECUADOR RAINFOREST 
(WITH ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND 

DESIGN) TO HIGHLIGHT THE DIFFERENT 
ECOTOURISM PRINCIPLES ON OFFER.



AS CLIL TEACHER I USE DESCRIPTORS….

TO PROVIDE 
CLEAR 
‘SIGNPOSTING’ 
TO SUDENTS

TO CONNECT 
LEARNING 
OBJECTIVES 
WITH REAL 
WORLD 
LANGUAGE 
USE

TO BUILD A 
FRAMEWORK 
TO ACTION-
ORIENTED 
LEARNING: 
LANGUAGE AS 
ACTIVITY

TO PLAN CLASSROOMS TASKS 
& ACTIVITIES

TO ASSESS MY STUDENTS 
AND TO EVALUATE MY 

TEACHING



CAN-DO STATEMENTS AS CATALYST FOR ACTIVITIES DESIGN

ONLINE CONVERSATION AND DISCUSSION (B2)
CAN PARTICIPATE ACTIVELY IN AN ONLINE DISCUSSION, 
STATING AND RESPONDING TO OPINIONS ON TOPICS 
OF INTEREST AT SOME LENGTH, PROVIDED 
CONTRIBUTORS AVOID UNUSUAL OR COMPLEX 
LANGUAGE AND ALLOW TIME FOR RESPONSES.

TASK: DEBATE AND TAKE PART TO THE DISCUSSION 
ON KIALO (https://www.kialo.com) EXPRESSING 
YOUR OPINION AND SUPPORTING IT BY RIGHT 

ARGUMENTS 

GEOGRAPHY CAMBRIDGE ICGSE THEME 3: 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: ENERGY





IMPACT OF  CV DESCRIPTORS’USE ON STUDENTS

HELPED STUDENTS 
FOCUS ON THE TASK
(ACTION ORIENTATED 

APPROACH)

ACCOMPLISHING TASKS, STUDENTS DEVELOP GENERAL 
COMPETENCES (INCL. INTERCULTURAL) AND 
COMMUNICATIVE LANGUAGE COMPENTENCES

SELF EVALUATION 
BECOMES MUCH 

SHARPER

STUDENTS ACQUIRE A MORE 
REALISTIC IDEA OF WHAT CAN 

BE ACHIVIED IN A GIVEN 
LESSON

STUDENT DEVELOP 
GREATER SENSITIVITY TO 
THEIR ROLE AS LANGUAGE 

LEARNERS
IMPROVEMENT OF THE FOUR BASIC 
LANGUAGE SKILLS IN ORDER TO USE 

ENGLISH AS A COMMUNICATION TOOL

STUDENTS' ABILITIES TO 
WORK ON TASKS, TO MAKE 
PRESENTATIONS IN ENGLISH, 
AND TO INTERACT WITH 
PEOPLE OF DIFFERENT 
CULTURAL BACKGROUNDS 
ON THEIR OWN INITIATIVE 
HAVE BEEN UPGRADED 



IMPACT OF CV “CAN DO FRAMEWORK”’S USE ON TEACHERS

ALLOW TEACHING TO FOCUS 
ON THE STRENGTHS AND.
WEAKNESSES WHICH ARE 
HELPING OR HINDERING 
STUDENTS.

FACILITATING THE. 
SETTING OF REALISTIC 
LEARNING TARGETS

SUITABLE FOR 
SETTING ENTRY AND 

EXIT TEST

PORTFOLIO 
APPROACH

STANDARDISED 
TEACHER 

ASSESSMENT



SUGGESTIONS FOR ONLINE ACTIVITIES BASED ON CV DESCRIPTORS

▪ WRITING A L2 BLOG 

▪ WRITING A L2 JOURNAL

▪ WRITING L2 TWEETS

▪ WRITE AND RECEIVE POSTCARDS FROM PEOPLE 
AROUND THE WORLD USING SERVICES SUCH 
AS POSTCROSSING.COM

▪ COMMENTING ON ONLINE SITES SUCH AS 
YOUTUBE

▪ PARTICIPATING IN ONLINE COMMUNITIES 

▪ PARTICIPATING IN ONLINE VIRTUAL WORLDS 
SUCH AS SECOND LIFE



POLICY DOCUMENTS RELATED TO PLURILINGUAL, 
INTERCULTURAL AND INCLUSIVE EDUCATION

▪ IN ADDITION TO THE 
COMPANION VOLUME’S 
CLARIFICATION OF 
ASPECTS OF THE CEFR, 
AND THE EXTENDED 
ILLUSTRATIVE 
DESCRIPTORS THAT IT 
PROVIDES, USERS MAY 
WISH TO CONSULT THE 
FOLLOWING  
FUNDAMENTAL POLICY 
DOCUMENTS RELATED 
TO PLURILINGUAL, 
INTERCULTURAL AND 
INCLUSIVE EDUCATION



SOME USEFUL RESOURCES FOR CEFR IMPLEMENTATION

▪ GUIDE FOR THE DEVELOPMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION OF CURRICULA 
FOR PLURILINGUAL AND INTERCULTURAL EDUCATION – (JEAN-CLAUDE 
BEACCO ET AL., COUNCIL OF EUROPE)

▪ FROM COMMUNICATIVE TO ACTION-ORIENTED: A RESEARCH PATHWAY 
(ENRICA PICCARDO, CURRICULUM SERVICES CANADA)

▪ PATHWAYS THROUGH ASSESSMENT, LEARNING AND TEACHING IN THE 
CEFR. (ENRICA PICCARDO ET AL. COUNCIL OF EUROPE) 

▪ COUNCIL OF EUROPE TOOLS FOR LANGUAGE TEACHING: COMMON 
EUROPEAN FRAMEWORK AND PORTFOLIOS. (FRANCIS GOULLIER, 
DIDIER/COUNCIL OF EUROPE) 

▪ THE CEFR IN PRACTICE (BRIAN NORTH, CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS)

▪ LANGUAGE COURSE PLANNING (BRIAN NORTH ET AL, OXFORD 
UNIVERSITY PRESS)



SUMMER READING SUGGESTION

FORTHCOMING - JULY 2019 




